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Learning Objectives
By the end of this module, you will meet these learning objectives:
· Explain how a T-Shaped Professional is desirable in today’s world
· Research the knowledge, skills and abilities needed to achieve your goal
· Explain how prior and planned academic learning relates to your strengths and weaknesses
Plan At a Glance
This is the recommended plan for completing the reading assignments and activities within the module. Additional information can be found in the module Reading and Resources section and in the task list.
1. Read the Help Wanted article and submit an initial post to this module’s discussion topic.
2. Scan the SNHU Academic Catalogs website and complete Milestone Three.
3. Respond to your peers in this module’s discussion topic.
Reading and Resources
Required Resources
Help Wanted: "T-Shaped" Skills to Meet 21st Century Needs
This article introduces the concept of T-shaped professionals and why they are of value, especially to employers. As you read this article, consider the following:
· How does the BA.GS degree promote becoming a T-shaped professional?
· How can you use the T-shaped professional framework to describe why you selected the BA.GS degree?
Note that an optional podcast of this article is also available. The transcript of the podcast is available at the following link: Help Wanted.
SNHU Academic Catalogs
This website lists all SNHU course offerings and includes brief descriptions of each course. Use this resource as you complete Milestone Three.
Additional Support (Optional)
Textbook: Cultivating Inquiry-Drive Learners: A College Education for the Twenty-First Century, Chapter 4 
Pay particular attention to the authors’ definition of an inquiry-driven learner and the “core qualities of mind” identified by the authors. These will help you define your own Domains of learning for your Academic Plan of Study.
O*Net OnLine
This resource offers hundreds of standardized descriptors of the skills, knowledge, tasks, occupational and worker ability requirements, interests, and values that employers use to build job descriptions. As you review the content related to your specific goal, consider the following:
· How can you group the required KSAs related to your specific goal into the domains for your academic plan of study?
The Online Writing Center (OWC)
In addition to live coaching for students, the OWC offers written feedback on student papers and assignments through a partnership with NetTutor. The OWC also provides a range of writing resources, including a video series explaining how to cite sources, revise your work, and create a bibliography.
Module Overview
In the previous module, you explored the knowledge, skills, and abilities (KSAs) that are valued by employers and will help you accomplish your specific goal. You also identified the KSAs that are essential to your academic plan of study and the concentration you selected for it. It is likely that your concentration will not address all of the KSAs you need to develop in order to realize your ambitions. So, in this module, you will continue to explore all of the KSAs you should develop for your BA.GS degree, embracing the concept of becoming a T-shaped professional. A T-shaped professional possesses depth of expertise in a particular area (which makes up the vertical portion of the “T”) and breadth of capability in a number of other areas (which makes up the horizontal portion of the “T”). These general areas of breadth are referred to as domains. In this module, you will identify the three domains that round out your academic plan of study. The Bachelor of Arts in General Studies (BA.GS) degree provides flexibility in terms of deciding which KSAs to gain during your studies. The BA.GS degree can be very attractive to potential employers because, when well designed, it ensures you gain both depth and breadth of capability. The breadth KSAs, or domains, complement the concentration. Consider, for example, that while a volunteer math tutor needs to have deep expertise in mathematics, domains like interpersonal communication and planning are useful and complementary. By thoughtfully designing your academic plan of study, you can develop the KSAs required to accomplish your specific goal.

5-2 Final Project Milestone Three: Domains
  
Instructions
In Milestone Two, you selected your concentration, which is just one component of your academic plan of study. In this milestone, you will write a short paper identifying the three domains that will complement your concentration and give you the breadth of capability necessary to realize your specific goal; for each domain, identify three courses you will need to complete.
To complete this assignment, review the Milestone Three Guidelines and Rubric document.


IND 299 Milestone Two Worksheet

Note: This worksheet is optional. Its purpose is to help you organize information for submission of Milestone Two, which is a short paper.  

State the specific goal you submitted in Module Three for the Milestone One assignment:

	My Specific Goal: My primary motivation for this course is attributed to my career goals in building my current business.



Complete the table below: 

· In the first column, list at least six areas of knowledge, skill, or ability that you uncovered in your research and are related to your specific goal. Be sure to include the KSAs you feel are most essential to your specific goal. 
· In the second column, describe how each KSA relates to your specific goal.
· Then, indicate in the third column whether each KSA is essential to your specific goal or simply a desired area of capability. For example, if your goal were to be a volunteer math tutor in a public school, desired capabilities would include communication and planning skills, but expertise in mathematics would be essential to your goal.

	Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities
	Relevance to Specific Goal 
	Essential or Desired? 

	Evaluate Business
	Help implement solutions
	Essential

	Development
	Support existing development
	Desired

	Project Management
	Manage analysis of business needs and requirements
	Desired

	Networking Planning
	provides an in-depth knowledge of the business
	Essential

	Accountability & Integrity
	deliver on commitments and demonstrate high ethical standards
	Essential

	Partnership
	Emphasis on gaining team and stakeholder trust and respect by displaying
	Desired

	
	
	

	
	
	



For each of the KSAs that you identified as essential in the third column, explain why they are essential (based on your research). 

	Essential KSA Areas and Why:  Well, I think it’s essential to have a number of skills to start and run a business. It is critical to identify the skills you need to develop or improve so that you can succeed in your day-to-day business operations.




What is your concentration? 

	Concentration: IT315,IT328,IT385




How does your concentration align with the essential KSAs you identified? 

	Rationale for Concentration: I think both go hand and hand to help kept the goal.




Identify three courses related to your concentration that will help you develop your essential KSAs. Explain how the KSAs are related to each course. 

	Courses and KSAs: 1. IT315 - Object Oriented Analysis and Design – Because in the work place KSAs helps you play a critical role in automating, designing, enhancing and maintaining effective and scalable solutions across our platforms. 

2. IT328 - Project Management in Information Technology - KSAs allow you to be Responsible for initial project planning and Accountable for overseeing implementation of the project so again this goes hand and hand on building the business.
3. IT385 - Information Technology Communications – KSAs help me gain better communication skills and tools and maintain the necessary skills to be able to handle my day to day job duties.
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The purpose of attending college is to gain knowledge and use the acquired knowledge to effect change in the society. One of the goals of learning is to use the skills, education, and expertise gained to start and run a successful business. Knowledge should create an entrepreneurial mind where one can exploit opportunities in their career areas by starting a business (Baltzopoulos & Broström, 2013). In learning, one can acquire knowledge and skills and also develop specific abilities that are crucial to running a business. These KSAs vary depending on a course. Some can be essential while others are desirable as they help to enhance and make the idea a successful one. 
Information technology and systems are my areas of concentration, particularly on design. This area of focus allows one to learn the necessary skills of technology as well as gain experience in system development. The ability to design and develop various systems is what is made possible in this area of specialization. Technology is rapidly changing and having the skills to establish critical technological tools is crucial in a dynamic business environment (Westerman, Bonnet & McAfee, 2014). As an entrepreneur, this area of concentration will allow one to transform ideas into real projects that can be commercialized. The choice of this concentration relied mainly on my passion for technological gadgets and the numerous opportunities presented by the course.
This area of concentration aligns with my specific goal of running a business. I intend to establish a sole proprietorship kind of company that will deal with providing technological solutions to businesses. The technical solutions can include products such as website development, system development and installation, system maintenance and updates as well as delivering cybersecurity solutions (Westerman, Bonnet & McAfee, 2014). The course equips one with the skills required to run such kind of a business successfully. Additionally, this area of concentration offers numerous opportunities for one to work as a freelancer. The technology field provides a fair playing ground where individuals with excellent skills can be able to thrive amidst competition. The skills acquired in the course can be combined with the entrepreneurial knowledge to transform ideas into viable businesses.
In this area of concentration, three courses are essential in equipping one with knowledge skills and abilities. IT315, IT328, and IT385 are the three courses that I am currently pursuing and have been able to provide myself with the right KSAs. IT315 deals with Object Oriented Analysis and Design. This course is technical and equips one with KSAs of designing and automating the business to be able to match the scalable demands of the industry (Westerman, Bonnet & McAfee, 2014). It additionally allows one to understand the technological needs of consumers. The course is essential since it's in the core area of business operations. IT328 deals with Project Management in Information Technology. The business is a project that must be perfectly executed to be successful. The KSAs from this course allows one to gain experience on how to and implement a plan (Marchewka, 2014). This is in line with the goal of running the business as I will apply the skills and knowledge in making my business a success.  IT385 addresses the issues of Information Technology Communications. Communication is critical for any business. Acquiring the skills in better ways of improving business communication is vital (Hamilton, 2013). The course will expose me to different communication patterns that must be adopted by the organization to enhance the relationship between employees and clients.

